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Report on: “Religious Populism and National Identity
Formation: A Comparative Study of Pakistan and Indonesia
in the 2010s.”

Nehal KHAN

On November 30th, 2025, I participated in the 16th Global Studies Conference
held by Doshisha University. In my presentation, I presented a section of my
dissertation on the theme “Religious Populism and National Identity Formation: A
Comparative Study of Pakistan and Indonesia in the 2010s.” The presentation
focused on how religious populism has shaped national identity narratives in two
Muslim-majority democracies, which include Pakistan and Indonesia, during the
2010s, which was a decade noted for polarization of politics, the emergence of
digital media, political mobilization through social media, and the use of religion
within political rhetoric. In my presented topic, I used a comparative qualitative
approach to analyze political speeches, campaign rhetoric, and media discourses
associated with prominent political leaders and movements in Indonesia and
Pakistan. My presentation argued that while religious populism in Pakistan has
often been adopted within state-centric and ideological discourses tied to Islamic
nationalism, in Indonesia, it has operated more through civil society, societal
mobilization, identity politics, and electoral contestation within a pluralistic
framework of Pancasila. Despite these differences, both cases demonstrate how
religion was strategically used to define “the people,” construct moral boundaries,
and delegitimize political opponents. The presentation provided a valuable
opportunity for me, as I received helpful feedback from the audience and my
commentator, Professor Mimaki. I received particular feedback on conceptual
clarity, comparative aspects, and methodological aspects. The feedback helped me
improve my research, which is very helpful for my dissertation. Overall, the
conference provided a valuable venue to improve my dissertation framework and
situate my research within broader debates on populism, religion, and national
identity formation.
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Japan’s Highly Skilled Talent Development in Vocational
Education and Training: Implications for China’s Recent
Reforms

MIAO Wenjun

In today’s presentation, I examined the institutional evolution of Japan’s
vocational education and training (VET) system, with special attention to the
structural role of Professional Training Colleges in developing highly skilled talent.
I analyzed how Japan’s VET has been shaped through continuous policy reforms,
qualification frameworks, and strong coordination between government, industry,
and educational institutions. My empirical discussion focused on the integration of
Professional Training Colleges with the National Trade Skill Testing and the
system-wide employment outcomes, which illustrate Japan’s high levels of job-
major alignment and successful pathways for skilled careers. Finally, I briefly
reflected on the implications for China, especially concerning the modernization of
VET and the cultivation of highly skilled workers.

During the feedback session, Professor Nishikawa raised several insightful and
inspiring suggestions. She highlighted that it is essential to clarify which specific
mechanisms within Japan’s VET system support its strong employment
performance, such as qualification-based curricula, industry participation, and
workplace-based training. Professor Nishikawa further emphasized the importance
of identifying which aspects of Japan’s VET and employment system may be
effectively adapted in the Chinese context, while also examining the institutional
constraints that prevent direct policy transfer.

Another important comment concerned China’s structural labor-market issues.
Professor Nishikawa suggested investigating the causes of the current mismatch
between educational output and enterprise demand, and identifying the industries
that face the most serious shortages of skilled workers under China’s ongoing
industrial transformation. This comparative lens will help to deepen the study and
enhance its practical significance.

These suggestions have provided valuable directions for further refinement. In
the next stage of my research, I will incorporate these perspectives in order to
strengthen the theoretical framework, enrich the empirical analysis, and better
explore the implications for China’s VET development.
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Evolution and Weaponisation of Hacktivism

Maksym YAROSHENKO

This presentation broadens the common understanding of hacktivism beyond
merely a political or social movement. It traces the evolution of the phenomenon
using the most frequently cited definitions and key case studies at each stage. The
aim is to highlight modern, geopolitically motivated hacktivist groups that often
operate not independently but as part of the intelligence agencies’ grey-zone cyber
and information operations toolkit.

The Cyber Army of Russia Reborn (CARR) is one of the most studied groups
closely linked to Russian intelligence agencies. In summer 2025, Europol carried out
the final phase of a multi-stage operation targeting Noname057(16), resulting in nine
arrest warrants being issued. These malicious actors are examined in the case
study section. They maintain operational, tactical, and strategic links with advanced
persistent threat (APT) groups overseen by the Main Directorate of the General
Staff of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation (GRU) and the Centre for the
Study and Network Monitoring of the Youth Environment (CISM).

In conclusion, hacktivist groups form an evolving ecosystem, and contemporary
groups often disguise and blend motives to evade law enforcement responses. The
weaponisation of hacktivism undermines the core values of responsible behaviour
in cyberspace and heightens the risks of youth radicalisation and involvement in
cybercrime. During the discussion and Q&A session, key issues were examined,
including triangulating primary data and addressing biases arising from reliance on
corporate-sector attributions. The commentator’s contributions clarified the study’s
overall aim and research question. All feedback will be incorporated into the final
manuscript of the related academic article.
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